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Methodist Church 

1705 Westover Hills Blvd. 

Richmond, VA 23225 

Phone 804.232.1769  Fax 804.232.2384 

Email:  westoverhillsumc@verizon.net 

W
E

S
T

O
V

E
R

 
H

I
L

L
S

 
U

N
I

T
E

D
 

M
E

T
H

O
D

I
S

T
 

C
H

U
R

C
H

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
W

E
S

T
O

V
E

R
 

H
I

L
L

S
 

U
N

I
T

E
D

 
M

E
T

H
O

D
I

S
T

 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 

 

 T
H

E 
C

H
IM

E
S

 
5th SUNDAY LUNCHEON COMING UP!  

     On Sunday, January 31 we will have a spaghetti luncheon after our 

combined  service at 11:00. The Christian Hospitality Committee will   

provide the spaghettiñwe are asking that those whose names, ending in 

A-L to bring a salad, M-P bring garlic bread and those whose names end  

in R-Z a dessert. 

We will not offer a Family Night Supper in February  

     Since we offered a Fifth Sunday luncheon on January 31, we will not 
offer a Family Night Supper on February 3.  The next Scheduled supper 

will be held on March 3, 2010.  Join us! 

2010 Ecumenical Lenten Lunches 
     Join us on Wednesdayõs during Lent for a noonday bag lunch and message 
by one of the òHills and Heightsó pastors.  The luncheons will be held at the 
following locations: 

Date  Location      Preacher   
 

2/17      Woodland Heights Baptist            Ben Moore 

2/24     Forest Hills Presbyterian              Terry Green 

3/3       Westover Hills UMC                     Robert Johnson 

3/10      Bethany Christian                        Ross Wright 

3/17      Good Shepherd Episcopal            Justin Joplin 

3/24      Westover Baptist                         Steve Wells 



 

WESTOVER HILLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

ñMinistries Worth Celebrating!ò 
 

     In October 2009 seven members of Westover Hills UMC attended the Five Talent Academy hosted by the Vir-
ginia Annual Conference at the Richmond Sheraton Hotel on the topic of òMinistry with the Poor.ó  Our guest 
speakers were renowned author, speaker, and teacher, Dr. Tony Campolo and his son Bart Campolo, both who have 
an extensive background in ministry with the poor. 

     The Five Talent Academy is designed to enable all Virginia Conference United Methodist Churches to be fruitful 
congregations. Its purpose is to foster and support growth and advancement in five ministry areas:  Ministry with the 
Poor, Worship, Faith Development, Stewardship and Evangelism. Each event will focus on one of the five areas of 
ministry where we will learn from an inspirational leader, brainstorm customization of concepts within peer groups, 
and have at our disposal 24/7 resources necessary for our church to multiply its God given talents. 

     Following the event on òMinistry with the Pooró we were assigned to a peer group with other churches of similar 
size from across the conference where we could share concepts and learn from one another. In preparation for our 
first peer group meeting, which occurred in Colonial Heights, we were asked to reflect on a series of questions about 
our outreach and ministry with the poor.  The goal is to get every congregation to celebrate, vision for, and expand 
its ministry to the poor.  The ultimate goal is for every church to be intentional about supporting mission ministries 
for the poor with at least 10% of its annual budget. 

     Our team met and began evaluating where we are as a church.  How much mission support do we provide here at 
Westover?  Our findings were revealing!  We learned that if we continue to support all of the efforts that we have 
supported over the past two years, we would be giving about 17.1 % to mission in comparison to our annual budget.  
Here is what we learned: 

                          Ministry                 $ Amount 

World Service (Part of our Apportionments)       12,353 

Covenant Relationship With Dr. Judy Matheny                                   1,500 

Pastorõs Discretionary Fund               2,500 

Menõs Emergency Shelter Meals               1,500 

Belmont Food Pantry (Estimated Cost of Food supplied)            4,000 

Backpacks to West Virginia                                                                              1,800 

Centenary Soup Kitchen (Manpower hours)                                                     2,000 

YMCA Bright Beginnings                                                                        610 

Micah Initiative and Community in Schools Coordinator                                 2,865 

Stop Hunger Now                            2,500 

Christmas glove/hat/sock and gift cards                      500 

Conference Kits                         384 

Advent and Christmas Offerings                                        3,200 

All Godõs Childrenõs Camp, William Byrd House, UMUMR 

Camp Westview Summer Camp Scholarships                                          1,050 

Samaritan Offering                                                                                             3,142 

Conference Offering                                                                                    566 

Heart Havens                                                                                                          50 

Super Bowl (For Soup Kitchen/Food Pantry)                                                      281 

Pumpkin Patch, which supports Native Americans                                             3,000 

United Methodist Womenõs Projects                                                                   3,000 

Eye glasses/lenses/frames                                                                           500 
 

Total:                                                             $47,301 
 

     This total in comparison to our annual budget is about 17%!  Let us celebrate our ministry with the poor and 
endeavor to continue our faithful efforts and even expand them if possible.  We may be a small church but we are 
indeed a fruitful congregation at Westover Hills.  Many thanks to all who have offered their time, resources, prayers 
and vision to make this a reality. Let us continue to be in ministry to the poor and less fortunate of our world. I am 
very proud of all of you! Thanks be to God! 

         ~ Pastor Steve 
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NO MEETING IN FEBRUARY 

     Our local unit of United Methodist Women will NOT meet in February.  Our next 

meeting will be in March on Tuesday, March 9th at 10:30 a.m. in the church social hall. 

Following a brief business session and our program, we will enjoy lunch together.  

Bring a sandwich.  Salad, dessert and beverages will be provided.  A donation of $2.00 

will be appreciated.  Our hostesses for our March luncheon will be Mary Staley and 

Frances Perdue. 

 

UMW READING PROGRAM 

     February  is a delightful time to participate in the UMW Reading Program.  We have 
a number of new books and Margaret Tarkington will be happy to assist you in select-
ing a book.   

 

     If you are at present reading a UMW book, please 

be prompt in returning it to the reading shelf after you have finished it. We want to keep 
the books moving, so we will all have an opportunity to read at least one book during 
the year. 

WINTER IS  

SOUP TIME! 

     We are continuing to collect 

Campbellôs labelsðnot just soup 

but all of Campbell's productsð

for the Henry Frank Center.  We 

only need the small rectangular 

bar code with the little child's face 

on it.   

GENERAL ASSEMBLY DAY  

     February 4th will be United Methodist Day 
at the General Assembly.  If you would like to 
attend, further information and registration 
forms are posted on the UMW Bulletin Board 
in the church hall.  The bus will be departing 

from Bon Air UMC. 

     Follow the General Assembly proceedings 
on TV and in our local newspaper.  Let your 
representative know how you feel about is-

sues you are interested in. 

You are Cordially Invited 
The women of the Richmond District invite you to our  

Hearts for Justice Tea. 

Where: Centenary United Methodist Church 

When: Saturday, February 20th from 10 am.ñNoon 

This invitation is extended to all!  Bring your favorite teacup 

Tea and finger foods will be provided. 

We hope to enjoy your presence at the tea.* 

 

*information regarding carpooling is forthcoming 
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Haiti Earthquake Response 

     UMCOR is providing emergency grants to the Methodist Church in Haiti and GlobalMedic to ad-

dress the needs of those affected by the devastating earthquake that struck Haiti on Jan. 12. 

     UMCOR is partnering with GlobalMedic to provide clean drinking water, treatment for severe diar-

rhea, and medical attention to those in need. UMCOR is also supporting GlobalMedic's response 

through the deployment of paramedics, water technicians, and doctors to assist those sick or injured. 

     A hub for water distribution is also being set up to provide 65,000 people daily with clean drinking 

water. In addition, about 110,000 sachets of PUR water purifiers, five million Aquatab water purifica-

tion tablets, and 110,000 oral rehydration sachets are being distributed to those who have been forced 

from their homes as a result of the earthquake. 

     Material resources at both of UMCORôs relief supply depots are in short supply due to the over-

whelming response to the Haiti earthquake. The depots are also continuing to respond to other countriesô 

needs as they respond to Haiti. Your support is needed to help UMCORôs relief supply depots shelve a 

reserve of relief supplies in preparation for future disaster needs. 

     ñThe plan is to keep the health kits going into Haiti, not store them,ò  Health kits are being  collected 

in the Virginia Conference but due to the immediate need,  all kits must be delivered to conference    

designated drop-off sites by January 30.   

     Westover Hills is taking a special offering for UMCOR.  All monies collected will be forwarded to 

the Virginia Annual Conference.  100% of what is given goes directly to disaster relief efforts. Please 

make your checks payable to Westover Hills UMC and mark them for Haiti Earthquake Relief.  
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Richmond District is Hosting Event at ñStop Hunger Nowò Warehouse 

     Richmond District Superintendent Steve Jones has put forth a challenge: The goal is to  package 

142,000 meals at the Stop Hunger Now Warehouse for shipment to Haiti. 

      Date: Friday, February 5, 2010 from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. and Saturday, February 6 from 8 to 4 (or until 

meals are finished). 

     Location: Stop Hunger Now Warehouse (5022 Byrd Industrial Drive, near the Airport in Richmond). 

     Funds needed:  The Richmond District needs to raise $15,750 (the Virginia Baptist Mission 

Board will raise an equal amount).  Approximate commitments of $9,000 have already come in to 

the Richmond District Office. 

     Volunteers are needed: Because of the space limitations, the Richmond District will provide 50 vol-

unteers per hour (Virginia Baptist Mission Board will also provide 50 volunteers per hour).  We are also 

receiving contributions for this mission outreach. Again make you check out to Westover Hills UMC 

and mark them ñStop Hunger Now.ò Churches will ñsign upò to cover specific hours.  If you are         

interested in participating, please contact Pastor Steve at 232-1769 or Pat Whitaker at 272-2450 ASAP.    



 

WE NEED YOU IN CHOIR!  

        Calling on all those who sing (good or bad)!  We need you!  Our choir will    

begin work on our Holy Week music and we need more voices!!  Please consider 

joining the choir.  If you can't make a long term commitment for the choir fulltime -

just join us for Holy Week.  If you would like more information please call me       

232-1769 or 247-3962. 

                                                                Matt Spangler 

GREATER RICHMOND CHO IR  & VIRGINIA CHILDRENõS CHORUS 

TO SING AT WESTOVER HILLS UMC  

     Please mark your calendars for Sunday, February 21st.  The Greater  Richmond 

Children's Choir (Concert Choir) along with the Virginia Children's Chorus will sing 

for our 11:00 am worship service.  They will provide musical selections for the prel-

ude, anthem and offertory.  Voices as well as instrumentalist will perform.  This is 

the choirs way of saying "Thank You" for the use of our church for the choirs  sum-

mer camp program.  Lets us welcome them as they share their talents with us.   
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GET IN ON THE FUN AND FELLOWSHIP!!  

     YOU are invited to sign up for our small group fellowship program, Mix of Six.  This is an 

opportunity for you to mix and mingle with others in an informal, relaxing way...usually involving 

FOOD!  New groups will be organized during February for monthly get -togethers this spring. 

Just call Deborah Alsko at 232 -3542 or sign up on the list on the bulleting board to have your 

name placed in the òpotó.  New this time: an opportunity to sign up for a daytime get together! 

All ages are welcome,  singles and couples!  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

1  Frances Robertson  19 Becky Putney  26 Rev. Cal Cooper 

3  Carolyn Rountree  19 Bob Johnson  28 Pat Whitaker 

7  Terri Wilson   19 Jeanette Satterwhite 

12 Judy Young  19 Earl Nunnally  March Early Birthdays  

14 Florence Jones  20 Jerry Jenkins  1 James Usselman 

14 Jim Tucker   22 Betty Malkus  1 Daniel Creech 

        2 Keenan Garrand  



 

Ecumenical Mardi Gras  

Celebration  
     The Hills and Heights Clergy Association meets monthly and we have planned 

some exciting opportunities for the coming months. First, we are all invited to a Mardi 

Gras Celebration On Tuesday, February 16 beginning with a Shrove Tuesday        

pancake  Supper at Good Shepherd Episcopal from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.  This will be   

followed by a Mardi Gras Parade from Good Shepherd Episcopal to Forest Hill     

Presbyterian led by the well-known Richmond bass Jazz band, No BS Brass Band.  

Once we arrive at  Forest Hill Presbyterian the band will continue to entertain us and 

we will have some fun activities planned and announce our 2010 Lenten Luncheon     

series.  Mark you calendars and join us for the fun! 

Lenten Bible Study Planned  
     We will offer a small-group study by Jeanne Torrence Finley based on Rueben P. Job's 

book Three Simple Rules: A Wesleyan Way of Living. Six sessions provide extended reflec-

tion for adults on three principles of Christian life: do no harm, do good, and stay in love with 

God. Each rule has a session to help you understand the rule and a session to help you   

explore ways to practice the rule. Three Simple Rules for Christian Living includes a DVD 

that contains excerpts from an interview with Bishop Rueben Job.  Classes will begin the 

week of February 22nd and last for 6 weeks.  We hope to offer two classes this year... one 

on either Monday or Wednesday mornings starting at 10 am and another class either on 

Tuesday night at 7 pm or Sunday afternoon at 4 pm.  Please use the form below and sign up 

today.  

 

PLEASE SIGN ALL TIMES THAT YOU WILL BE AVAILABLE TO TAKE THE CLASS. 
WE WILL DETERMINE THE TIME AND DAY THAT WORKS BEST FOR THE MAJORITY 
OF PERSONS SIGNED UP AND LET YOU KNOW. 

   

 
 

 

  
Name 

Monday  

10 am  

Wednesday  

10 am  

Tuesday  

7 pm  

Sunday  

4 pm  
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REPORT FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE  

     For the year ended December 31, 2009, final results show that our revenues were $272,589.31 
and expenditures were $274,782.78 resulting in a deficit of $2,173.49.  Because our revenues did not 
materialize as originally projected, we were unable to pay 100% of our apportionments to the Confer-
ence and District, but we did manage to pay 83%.  Considering reports from other Churches, we did 

well.  

     The good news is that our budget for 2010 will be $8,143.00 lower than in 2009 as a result of the 
reduction in our apportionment payments to the Conference and District for 2010.  There are no salary 
increases for the staff in 2010 budget.  All expenditures will be monitored very closely, particularly  

utility costs. 

     Thank you for your financial support for the ministries here at Westover Hills UMC.  If anyone has 

questions concerning the Churchôs finance, please feel free to call me. 

     Bob Johnson 

     Finance Chair 

OUR ENDOWMENT FUND  

     How much do you know about our Church Endowment Fund?  Is it doing anything to support the 

Church?  Letôs look at this from the viewpoint of what is now happening. 

     In the year 2009 our Endowment Fund provided almost $65,000 to help support the overall 
Church spending of $275,000.  This is just about 25% of our spending.  Iôm certain you are amazed 

at the role the Endowment Fund is playing.  Can they continue? 

     That is a very good question.  How does the Endowment Fund get its resources?  The Fund got 
started in the early 1990ôs.  At that time its purpose was to support the maintenance and replace-
ment of Church property. This has been done.  At its adoption the Fund obtained some investments 
from our members and we established an investment relationship with a brokerage firm.  The Fund 
strategy is to keep its holdings invested so that it regularly gets dividends and interest to provide the 
money it needs to support its purpose of handling maintenance and replacement of the Church 

property. 

     Since the Endowment Fund began it was noted that it provided earning capabilities (dividends 
and interest) that were beneficial.  So it was later decided to move Memorial items to the Fund so 
they could participate in this growth opportunity until decisions were made as to how the Memorial 

would be used. 

     As we explore articles about where Endowment Funds are getting their growth to be a good 
working force in Church continuity, we donôt find that we are experiencing the same growth opportu-
nities.  It seems that a major source of Endowment Fund activity that we notice in our research is in 
the form wills and similar legacies that Church members provide.  This has happened only once in 
the Funds history, the Julius Jones legacy, and had enabled us to have the legacy for investing and 

also for continuing use in Church operation. 

     You can help us grow the Endowment Fund by making cash contributions to the Fund if that is 
your desire, but please give some thought to how you plan your Estate disposition in your will.  Can 

the Church Endowment Fund be like one of your children or relatives?  WE HOPE SO. 

                                                                                                    The Endowment Committee 
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Ash Wednesday Service  

     Please join us on Wednesday evening, February 17, 2010 for a brief Ash 

Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m.  We will have a brief liturgy and imposition of 

ashes. 


