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JOIN US DURING CHRISTMAS AND ADVENT

November 29, 2009 Advent begins on November 29. Our Advent offering this year will be
shared between Stop Hunger Now, The
William Byrd House.

Worship services will be held each Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

UPCOMING HOLIDAY EVENTS

December 2, 2009 Join us for our Wednesday Night Dinner on December 2, 2009 sponsored
by the United Methodist Women at 6:00 p.m. This will be a covered dish
with meat and beverage provided. If your last name begiAsMvith

bring a vegetable or fruit dsif your last name begins wWNhZ

bring a dessert

December 13, 2009 The Choir Cantata will be offered during the 11:00 a.m. Service.

December 20, 2009 Join us for a evening of Christmas Caroling at 6:30 p.m. Bring a plate of
cookies to share afterwards. Hot cider and cocoa will be provided.
&
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December 24, 2009 Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Service at 5:30 p.m.

December 27, 2009 There will only be one service offered at 11:00 a.m.

FAMILY NIGHT DINNER

Join us on Wednesday evening December 2, 2009 for our Family Night Dinner
at 6 p.m. sponsored by the United Methodist Women. The UMW will provide the
meat and beverage. You are asked to bring a covered dish. If your last name be-
gins with A-M bring a vegetable or fruit dish 1 if your last name begins with
N-Z bring a dessert .

A special Christmas program has been planned.

If you have not signed upd please call the church and let the secretary know
you plan to attend.

We look forward to seeing you!
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From the Pastor s Desk

I went to my home office to find a book to read and was drawn once again to a book by Rick Warren titled,
The Purpose of Christmas. It is a short but profound book that focuses attention on some very simple yet
profound truths; truths that many in our culture today seem to forget in the midst of the month long season
of hustle and bustle.

The reason for the season is to celebrate the birth
world. It is astounding to think that the birth of the peasant child in the little town of Bethlehem would have
such an incredible impact upon the whole worl d. As

years ago in the Middle East has caused such a commotioni his birthday even causes traffic jams in

places like New York City, Tokyo and Rio de Janeiro. Even our calendars are divided into BC time (before

Christ), and AD (anno Domini, in the year of the Lord). The world will never be the same. It is amazing to

think that what happened to the Shepherds and Wise n

And yet, during this holy and festive season which begins on Black Friday, | dare to think that many of us

give little thought that Jesus is the reason for th
posed to be celebrating is completely ignored. He 6
Frosty, Santa Claus and the Grinch.
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We are consumed with trimming the tree, preparing holiday foods, attending parties, shopping for and
wrapping that got to have gift, and collapsing exhausted at the close of each day that we miss out on the
magic and mystery of this holy season.

Might | suggest that we all focus more on whose birthday it really is rather than the commercial, secular
trappings of the holiday season. Rather than wishing folks a happy holiday, emphatically wish them a very
AMerry Christmas! o

Remember, Christmas is the best news you can get and can offer. Beneath all the trappings are some sim-
ple truths that can transform our I|ives for the b
mas gift is the most extravagant and expensive gi
with his [|ife. It is the gift of salvation and
will last forever. Finally it is an extremely practical gifti one you 61 | use and hopef
your life.
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So, when exhaustion and frustration set in from all the happenings of the Advent and Christmas season,
pause and reflect on the message of Christmas. fiBeh
For today in the town of David a Savior has been bor

Christmas is a time for celebration! Let us cel ebra

Please put Christ first during this high and holy season and join us for worship each Sunday morning at 8:30
and 11:00 and on Christmas Eve at 5:30 p.m.

Karen and | want to wish you and yours a very fAMerry
neck of the woods please stop by to see us! Much love to all!
ﬁ GOD's GIFT

~ Pastor Steve I

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
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UNITED METHODIST W O=EMN

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

On Saturday, December 5th our United Methodist Women will attend the Richmond District Advent
Service at Willis United Methodist Church. Registration will begin at 10:00 a.m.. The program will be
from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m.

Reverend Steven Jones, our District Superintendent will give an Advent message. Communion will

be served.

Representatives from the Boaz and Ruth Program will be present . We are asked to bring new and
gently used Bibles which can be given to the employees at Boaz and Ruth.

We will carpool from our church at 9:00 a.m. If you wish to attend , please sign the carpool list on
the bulletin board.

This event will be a beautiful way to begin the Advent season and prepare yourself for the coming of

Christmas. Join us!

DINNER IS ON US

On December the 2nd, the United Methodist Women will be hosting the church Wednesday
night dinner beginning at 6 p.m. in the social hall.

A number of you have already volunteered to help with this project; however, we need
people who will help with the clean-up after the dinner. Please let me know if you are willing to
help!

PO All UMW members should try to attend this event and to serve as hostesses greet-
p\.“ing church members, etc. Last year it
this year!
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NEW BOOKS!

We have purchased four new books for our Reading Program. We hope each of you will
[~ | read one book during the coming year.
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SOUP CAN LABELS

Please continue to collect soup labels for the Henry Fork Center. They are getting close to
having enough labels to get a van to be used to transport the children. Place your labels in

the plastic container in the coffee room. Thank you so much! %
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CITRUS FRUIT

The fruit has been ordered and should arrive the first week of December. Everyone who
has preordered fruit will be contacted to pick it up.

We have ordered extra fruit and will make that available after church on Sundays, during
office hours, and on a couple of Saturday mornings from 9:00 to Noon at the end of the Par-
sonage driveway until all the fruit is sold.

If you can help us sell the fruit, please notify Bob Johnson. Thank you for your support of
this fund raiser.

PUMPKINS SALES TOPPED PREVIOUS YEARS!
We are happy to announce that the 2009 sales totals for the sale of pumpkins topped

have also increased and we are so grateful!
Many thanks to all the folks who volunteered their time to unload and sell the pump-
kins.

BACKPACK DEDICATION

Thank you to everyone who was so generous in their donation of a filled backpack for our
West Virginia missions trip. The children who receive these will be so happy and blessed to
receive such a wonderful and useful gift.

We will be having a dedication and blessing of the backpacks on December 13thd so
please make sure that if you signed up to donate or fill a backpack that it is turned in to the
church by December 6th.

The Brinks will be driving the backpacks along with other donations to West Virginia later
that week.

UPDATE ON OUR STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES
| want to thank each of you that have turned in your pledges for the upcoming New Year.

Although our return has been good thus fard the total pledged is still considerably lower than
last year. We realize that the economic situation has been difficult for most of usd however
even though we have tightened our belts within our church budgetd we have expenses that
must be met.

We have a total of 68 pledges which is 14 less than last year. Our difference from last years
pledges is $29,180.00. | realize that sounds like a lot but if everyone that pledged last year that
has yet to turn in a pledged would at least match what they gave last year and if everyone else
gave just $3 more dollars a weekd we would exceed our budget comfortably.

God wants us to be cheerful giversd but he also promises us in his word a guaranteed return
onourgivingdi sndét His | ove and his work here at

We cannot grow without your continued support.

UPDATE AND EVENTS
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$7,000. We sold alll but about a dozen small

he

p

c



W8T 28Q weyBuiuund Ay
1STE 29 AeNoN uoQ yi18T 22Q uewAlag uuy
U5z 98 yon auixep UIET 920 Uemals Hagoy “Ia
pigz 29Q layon] auer Y1zt 20Q ssaljlar 10Q
piez 29Q uosuyor usalo UITT 28Q weyBuiuun)d uayj
Y10z 22d layooa|g eiey 16 22Q SR ETE]S)
U0z 28Q urenug aaualo|4 yi2 9ad sajApuo) uuy
AVAHL1d19 AddVH
paso|d adlJO paso|d 92O
1€ 0€ 6¢ 8¢ Y4
< paso|o 2210
aAg sew | urdog:9
HSUYD uolunwwo) ‘wd T e buljosed sewisuyd
@N mN wbis|pued .WN $9S0|2 921JJO MN NN ._”N ON
‘wetrt
WiH 810py SN 187
ereue)
6T 8T LT oT GT Vi seunsuyd cT
og:. ‘wrd 2 B
31D diyspuali4 d9MIWWO0D
4) T 0T 6 g|  svosw oy 9
‘we QT ‘wdy
JNN aonorId BlRIURD
Sl © 821M8S .
enpy omsia G 1% ¢ |wdgusuuiapam 7 T

les

6002 JaquiadaQ




Westover Hills United Methodist Church
1705 Westover Hills Boulevard
Richmond, VA 23225

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

—
{
]
>

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Richmond, VA
PERMIT No. 816



