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FROM THE PASTOROGS DESK. ..

Karen and | recently took a drive to Winchester to get apples. The mountains and valleys were
painted orange, red and yellow as the maples, poplars, oaks, gum, dogwood and other deciduous
trees change colors. The views were majestic and awe inspiring. It reminded me of an experience
during my childhood. We | ived in Bedford, Virgi
bicycle one day | met and befriended a miserly lady by the name of Gere Shipley. Mrs. Shipley
was widowed and had no children. Her husband had been a Chinese diplomat and interpreter for
President Roosevelt. Her cottage was located at the end of a wooded lane tucked way back off
the road. It was unassuming with a concrete porch, a tiny front living room and a rear bedroom
with attached bath and small kitchenette.

As you entered the driveway the first thing you noticed was the 1937 Ford parked at edge of the
property. It had obviously not been driven in many years and Mrs. Shipley rarely ever ventured off
the property. If she did she would phone for a cab. Her food was delivered by a local market
(back when they did such things) and she had a very small circle of friends.

| tell you this story because this unassuming, gracious lady became for me, a mentor and her
home a refuge. She told me stories of her days in China, shared with me her beautiful rice paper
paintings and taught me to play my first song or
watched as she sat on her porch and feed cardinals and squirrels right out of her hand and was
amazed one day when a red fox climbed up on the porch to eat some scraps that she had left for it
in an old tin pie pan. We both sat quietly and watched and it was apparent that she and the old fox
had an understanding. She was a marvel for a young boy like me. She taught me many things,
model ed simplicity and faith, and in stilled in
affection for others thatds contagious.

| kept in touch with Mrs. Shipley until her death some 19 years later. Over those years, she
wrote the most inspiring letters one could ever read. They were both poetic and filled with
grandeur as she described the majesty of fall, the resurrection of springtime, the blinding wonder of
the newly fallen winter snows, and the appreciated cool breezes on a hot summer day. She spoke
of the beauty of the blooming azaleas, the blood stained blossoms on the dogwood trees, and of
how the greatest artist ever known, our Creator God, delicately took His paintbrush and added
breathtaking color to the trees in the fall. She helped to instill in me an appreciation and sense of
awe for Goddés magnificent creation.
She was also the first person to ever tell me that | was called to be a pastor. Oddly enough,
during those days, such words had little meaning for me. | am eternally grateful for saints like Gere
Shipley that have graced my life and left an indelible impression. What marvelous saints have
graced your life? On November 1 we are challenged to pause and give thanks for all the saints
t hat have graced our | ives. Wondét you pause anc
Thanks be to God for all the Gere Shipleyobds that

~ Pastor Steve
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UNITED METHODIST W CEW

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

On Tuesday, November 10, 2009, at 10:30 a.m., United Methodist Women will meet in
our Church Social Hall. We will celebrate World Thank Day and an offering will be received.

During our business session, we will have the election of our officers for 2010.

Bee White has obtained Reverend Mary Beth Blinn as our speaker. Until 19998, Rev.
Blinn was on the staff at our Red Bird Mission Project. At present, she is the minister at

Providence United Methodist Church.

We are very fortunate to have Rev. Bl inn to
dance to show our appreciation. Mark your calendar!

You are invited to join us for lunch. Bring a sandwich. Beverages and dessert will be
provided. A contribution of $2.00 will be appreciated.

NEW BOOKS!

New books for our Reading Program for 2010 will soon be on our reading shelf! In the
meantime, continue to read the books we presently have. Glenda Watson will be delighted
to help you find a book you will enjoy. Read
are invited to participate in this program.

THE HERMITAGE SAYS THANKS!
Thank you so much! Our bazaar this year was a HUGE success!

The funds raised enabled us to purchase another battery operated chair lift for
the health care unit!

Thank you so much for all of your contributions and for your presence and
support! It is so appreciated!

lva Maye Purdy
Hermitage Representative
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Advent and Christmas

Advent and Christmas are just around the corner. | know that many of you have not started
making plans yet, but your staff and worship committee are hard at work making plans for the
seasons ahead. Please mark your calendars and plan to join us for the following special events.

Sunday, November 297 First Sunday in Advent

Sunday, December 61 the backpacks for West Virginia are to be returned.

Wednesday, December 21 Family Night Supper at 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, December13-Choi r wi |l |l offer the Cantat a,
a.m. We will also dedicate the backpacks for the children in West Virginia.

Sunday, December 20 7 Tentative plans to go Christmas Caroling spon-
sored by , !
Congregational Care.

Christmas Eve Service, December 24 at 5:30 p.m.

December 27, we will offer only one service at 11:00 a.m.

Volunteers are Needed to Light the Advent Wreath

We need volunteers to light the Advent Wreath at both services on November 29, December 6,
13, 20,and Christmas Eve. Individuals or families are welcomed! If you are willing to lead the
liturgy and light the wreath please let you staff or Anita Tetterton know no later than November 17.
Thank you!

Charge Conference
On Sunday evening, November 8 at 7:00 p.m., Rev. Steve Jones, Richmond District Superinten-
dent will be here to conduct our Charge Conference in the Chapel. All member are invited. The
Church Council will convene immediately following at 8:00 p.m. in the Social Hall.

November Family Night Dinner

Our next Wednesday Night Dinner is scheduled for November 4, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. This will be a
nocosti Pot | uc kwitbbheverages pravided. If your last name begins with A through H you
are asked to bring a dessert and | through P a meat dish and Q through Z a vegetable or fruit dish.

Volunteers are needed to set-up, prepare beverages, decorate and clean-up afterwards.

Our program that evening will feature Mr. Cecil Morris who will once again delight us with his humor-
ous stories and jokes.

Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board outside the coffee room and on the easel in the
Narthex, or you may complete the attached form and place it in the offering plate.

* * * * * *

UPCOMING EVENTS

&

Wednesday Night Dinner Registration

wf -"‘il \E}
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Name:

Number in Attendance:

I am willing to volunteer:
Clean-up (7:30 p.m.) Set-up (10:00 a.m.)
Decorate tables (10:00 a.m.) Final set-up just prior to dinner (5 p.m.)




November 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 N w %Bmw Pot Luck m @ 7
Pastor Steve is out .
Dinner at
of town at| Trainingé .
500 P >
Choir @ 7:00
8 Charge Conv. 9 10 11 12 13 14
7 p.m. UMW Meetin 11:00 .
@7 p.m . 2@ United Westover Hills Last Day to Order
Church Council . Neighborhood Assoc. Fruit!
Council @
@ 8 p.m. 7 p.m.
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
UMW Richmond Dist. | Joy Club 10:30
Planning Meeting
7 p.m. James River Women
11:00 Narthex
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Community Thanksgiving ~ Thanksgiving
Service @ Westover Hills
UMC @ 7 p.m.
29 30

1st Sunday in Advent




Westover Hills United Methodist Church Non-Profit Org.

1705 Westover Hills Boulevard U.S. POSTAGE
Richmond, VA 23225 PAID
Richmond, VA

g BT =
— g e T,
" =
- — T e el
e e
B - F T e o T

PERMIT No. 816

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Happy, Thanksolving,



OUR MEMBERS

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

AlICE MOITIS e November 15th
Jessie Stanley™" November 16th
Deborah Alsko ™" November 19th
o Aske T Novernber 16t
Marion Younger November 23rd
o N
Bill Perdue No-

vember 30th

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER
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Florence Brittain David Heine George Ready
Elwood Cheatham . Anne Rowe
Denise Hornberger
Grady & Peggy Shamel

Jessie Stanley

Rev. Calvin and Marian Cooper .
Marion Horner

Ken Cunningham

) Sam Jett ]
Agnes Fa{nter Helen Miller Bee Whne
Luther Fitch Branch Moore Jeff Whitaker
Anna Guthrie L Elizabeth Wilkinson
Virginia Odor

Shitley Reams




