
 

Westover Hills United Methodist 
Church 

1705 Westover Hills Blvd. 

Richmond, VA 23225 

Phone 804.232.1769  Fax 804.232.2384 

Email:  westoverhillsumc@verizon.net 
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FIFTH ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL  
      

     On Saturday, October 10, 2009 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. we will host our 

fifth annual Fall Festival at Westover Hills UMC.  If you havenôt signed upð  

volunteers are still needed to help that day and invite you to join us as we welcome 

our neighbors for a morning of fun filled events and activities. 

      This yearôs event will feature our annual Pumpkin Patch, air games, carnival 

games for children with prizes, clown ministry, face painting, the Virginia Blood 

Service will have a blood drive, cholesterol and blood pressure screenings will be 

done by Buford Pharmacy.  The Missions Ministry  will have a bake sale and need 

you to donate homemade cakes, pies, cookies, breads, etc.  We will serve hotdogs, 

chips and beverage for a cost of $2.  Please mark your calendar and make plans to 

join us for a fun filled day as we welcome our neighbors and strive to make new 

connections. 

CITRUS FRUIT  
 

     The Finance Committee will once again be taking orders for   

citrus fruit in October and early November.  The Indian River navel 

oranges and pink grapefruit will be picked and shipped fresh in 

early December.  Those who bought fruit last year know that not 

only is this top quality fruit but that we are selling cases at unbeat-

able prices. 

     Here is the 2009 price list: 

 10 lb case of Navels or Grapefruit   $15.50 

 20 lb case of Navels or Grapefruit   $22.00 

 10 lb case of mix (Navels and Grapefruit) $17.50 

 20 lb case of mix (Navels and Grapefruit) $23.00 
 

     Order forms will be available soon. Please see Bob Johnson to 
place your order. 



 

WESTOVER HILLS  UNITE D METHODIST  CHURCH Page 2  

      

FROM THE PASTORôS DESK... 

Romans 8:35-39 

ñWho will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or na-
kedness, or peril, or sword?  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.ò 
 

Paulôs words are full of encouragement!  ñNothing will separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus!ò  
Nothing! 

 

Paul uses a lot of religious words here, but the bottom line is we are stuck with Godôs love whether we 

want to be or not.  Nothing can stop God from loving us. Nothing!  He just keeps on loving us.  In modern 
language you could say, ñNeither failure nor poor church attendance, nor inadequate Bible reading and 
prayer, poor stewardship, nor betrayal, denial, doubt, insecurity, guilt, weakness, bad theology, or losing 

our temper can separate us from the love of God.   He even loves us when we donôt want him to love us.  
He loves us when we donôt act like Christians should act.  He loves us when our lives are a mess.  His love 
is sticky, resistant to rejection, aggressive, persistent and will not let us go.  The challenge is on, so go 

ahead, resist his love, run from it, hide from it, go head and try.  You will eventually discover that you canôt! 

 

We serve a God who refuses to stop loving us no matter the mess weôve made of our lives.  He refuses to 
exclude us.  That is why he finally had to send Jesus.  Until Jesus came along, we were all outside the 
boundaries of Godôs amazing grace. 

 

The good news is that everyone is loved!  Godôs love is freely and persistently offered in abundance to any-
one that will receive it.  And once received, it is a gift worth sharing with others.  

 

We recently sang, ñJesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong, they are 
weak but he is strong.  Yes, Jesus loves me.  Yes, Jesus loves me.  Yes, Jesus loves, me, the Bible tells me 

so.ò  That love was shown to us on Calvaryôs hill and at the empty tomb. And now. It must he shared in the 
hearts of Christian believers united in the cause of Christ, loving one another as Christ has loved us! 

 

Brothers and Sisters, may the love of God in Christ so envelope each and everyone of us at Westover Hills, 
and may it be so abundant that we are compelled to share it within, with our family of faith, and without, 

with the least, the last, and the lost.  

 

Our stewardship campaign will begin in a few weeks.  Let us ponder with grateful hearts the height, depth 

and expanse of Godôs incredible love for us and offer back to God our pledge of faithfulness as stewards of 
all that God has entrusted into our care.  Let us all joyously claim, honor, and fulfill Godôs kingdom vision by 
being instruments of Godôs love to the world! 

 

You are loved! I look forward to seeing in worship and at table as we share Godôs incredible, persistent, 

amazing love! 

        ~ Pastor Steve 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

      

140th CELEBRATION !  

     On Tuesday, October 13, at 10:30 a.m., United Methodist Women will meet in the Social 
Hall of our Church.  There are a number of very important items to be brought before the group 
and we hope to have a large attendance.  

     Following our business session and program, we will have lunch and celebrate the 140th 
Anniversary of United Methodist Women.  If you have photos or artifacts that illustrate UMW 
activities in past years, bring them and share them with the group.  If you have a Special     
Mission Recognition Pin, please wear it.  Hope to see you at our meeting! 

 

VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

     The Virginia Conference Annual meeting will be October 24th and 25th at our Assembly 
Center in Blackstone. If you would be interested in attending this meeting, please let me know.  
The registration deadline is October 9th! The keynote speaker will be Julie Taylor from the 
General Board of Global  Ministries. 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

     Jerry Jenkins deserves our recognition and congratulations!  Jerry read the most books this 
year in our Reading Program!   

     Books are available from our UMW Reading Cart.  Glenda Watson will be glad to assist you 
in finding a book you would enjoy!  All women in the Church are invited to participate in the 
Reading Program. 
 

Ann Field 

 
 

A DAY OF NEW BEGINNINGS  

     Our program for the meeting on October 13th will call our attention to the Day of New      

Beginning in a World of Increasing Globalization. 

     The United Methodist Women, organized for the purpose of missions, are called upon to 

make their world a safer place.  Thru our gifts of prayer, money and love we are led to open 

our eyes to see Godôs vision for us and the world as we expand our understanding of missions. 

 

Frances Goode 
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A LETTER FROM THE 

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE 

     Charitable Giving plays a vital role in our 
economic system.  The work of organizations 
help sustain cultural, educational and social 
benefit for all citizens.  This is most certainly 
true of the Endowment Fund here at church. 

      Individuals practice giving charitably in 
part because of the ñwarm glowò associated 
with helping for economic incentives and for 
religious reasons.  Gifts can include time, 
goods, work and money. 

      Ironically, The Endowment Fund provides 
for our Church in more ways than most of us 
are aware.  Did you know that the Endow-
ment Fund actually pays for  the maintenance 
contracts for church equipment and the      
actual cleaning of the church, among other 
things?  These are items covered under gen-
eral giving and the normal budgets of most 
other churches.  The Endowment Fund      
actually pays for quite a bit of these ñnormalò     
activities. 

      One of the many reasons people do not 
contribute charitably is that they cannot see 
the benefit of their gift action.  This is         
certainly not true of gifts to the Endowment 
Fund.  Every time you are here at church and 
see the lights working or feel the air or heat 
or water running, it is because  the Endow-
ment Fund pays for these items, among other 
things, to work as well as we all expect them 
to. 

     God wants us to be cheerful givers.         
(II Corinthians 9:7) He also wants us to enjoy 
the gift of giving.  In fact, did you know the 
Greek word used in the scripture mentioned 
is where we derive the word ñhilariousò?  
Please continue to pray for the Endowment 
Fund and what your role in its success can 
be. 

     As you can see from the figures above,  it 

shows that we are operating at a loss of 

$14,587.33 for the  8 months ended in August.  

For the same period in 2008, we were at a loss of 

$10,484.06.  Comparing our 2009 revenues to the 

2008 revenues, we are $9,100 less. 

 

     We are currently one month behind in  paying 

our apportionments to the District &  Conference, 

which amounts to $4,834.33.  

 

     Our real concern is with our tithes and offer-

ings which have not come up to our  expectations. 

 

      As we enter the fourth quarter of 2009, may 

we all make an effort to give an extra contribution 

to help reduce our deficit. 

 

     Our giving is out of love to the Lord in        

response to what he has given us. 

                2009             2009             2008 

              August           YTD              YTD                   

Total      $22,292.93      $170,396.75     $179,505.55 

Rev 

 

Total    $22,362.26        $184,984.08      $189,989.61  

Exp. 

 

 

Net  

Loss     <$    74.33>     <$14,589.33>   <$10,484.06>   
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NOTHING WRONG WITH GETTING STARTED EARLY!!!  

     December will be here before you know itðso why not get started now while the school    

supplies and backpacks are plentiful!  Thatôs right soon it will be time for the annual trip to West 

Virginia with the backpacks for Christmas!  In case you need some assistanceðPat Whitaker has 

compiled a suggestion list for things to go with the backpacks: 
 

¶ Health Kits items (chap stick, soap, toothbrush, tooth paste, comb, nail clippers, hair 

items for girls and boys) 

¶ School Supplies 

¶ Socks, underwear, t-shirts, pajamas 

¶ Small toy (NOT battery operated) 

¶ Books, coloring books, crayons, colored pencils 

¶ Flash cards, playing cards 

¶ An outfit such as hooded sweatshirt, sweatpants 

¶ Hats, gloves, scarves 
 

     Please remember to remove price tags and to designate if it is a boy or a girl related backpack 

and the appropriate age or size. 
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TEAMS NEEDED 

     Feeling welcome is so important when you are a first time visitor! It is also what may make that person 

come back for a second or third time! 

     With that in mind, our First Response Mission Program is looking for additional teams to visit our first-

time visitors.  

     You may find a friend and sign up as a team or you may sign up as an individual and a team mate will be 

assigned to you.  

     The new teams will be added to our current rotating schedule and will collect the registration sheets, 

which are located in the pews, on their assigned Sunday. Any first-time visitors that leave an address will 

need to be visited by that team before the following Sunday. Teams will take either a jar of cookie mix or a 

loaf of bread with them to give to the first-time visitor. Teams will thank the visitors for worshipping with us, 

ask if they have any questions about the church, and invite them back.  

     Our visitors have been most appreciative of our visits and the gifts we have taken to them. For more infor-

mation about the program or to sign up, please contact Tammy Hicks, 393-0807, or thicks@richmond.edu. 

BENEFIT CONCERT 

      The benefit concert mentioned in last monthõs Chimes has been rescheduled for the 

spring. 

       We would like to thank everyone that has already donated  to the Piano Fund, and we will 

continue to collect any donations until our concert in the Spring 

      Your generosity is music to our hearts! 

mailto:thicks@richmond.edu
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  

Kathleen MeyeréééééééOct    2 

Carara Brownééééééé...Oct    3 

Dianne Brink ééééééééOct    4 

Bee Whiteééééééééé. Oct   5 

Frances Anderson ééééé...Oct 14 

Harry OverfeltééééééééOct 17 

Anita Tetterton ééééééé..Oct 17 

Heather Board ééééééé..Oct 25 

Dorothy RobertsonééééééOct 25 

Bryan Creechéééééééé.Oct 25 

Mary StaleyéééééééééOct 30 

Helen Lynnééééééééé.Oct 30 

Florence Brittain 

Elwood Cheatham 

Rev. Calvin and Marian Cooper 

Ken Cunningham 

Agnes Fainter 

Rev Bill Ferguson 

Luther Fitch 
  

         Denise Hornberger 

Helen Miller 

Art Moore 

Branch Moore 

Virginia Odor 

Shirley Reams 

George Ready 

Anne Rowe 

Grady & Peggy Shamel 

Charlene Sheppe 

Jessie Stanley 

Bee White 

Jeff Whitaker 

Elizabeth Wilkinson 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER  

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!  

     Starting on Wednesday, October 7th at 7 p.m. the choir will begin to practice for the 

Cantata.  If you would like to sing in the Cantataðyou do not have to be a member of the 

choir.   Please feel free to lend us your voice for this special presentation and time of musical 

worship!  

     Voices are needed and appreciated!  Donôt worry if you are not a Pavarottiðall we ask is a 

joyful heart and love of singing! 

                                                          Thanks!  

 Matt  
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COME BUY YOUR PUMPKINS !  

The best selection and  

the BEST prices!!!  

Open Everyday in October!  

THE PUMPKINS ARE HERE!!  
 

                       The pumpkins for our 2009 Pumpkin Patch are scheduled to arrive on Sunday, October 4 at 

1:00 p.m. We are receiving a slightly larger load this year so we will need lots of volunteers to help us 

unload. 

     We also need lots of volunteers to help sell the pumpkins and greet our neighbors.  Please volunteer a few 

hours of your time to help us with this great fall fundraising project.  Sign up on the sheets in the narthex or 

call the church office at 232-1769 and let Lori know when you can help! 

     There are also plans being made to sell pumpkins by the pick-up load at the Farmers Market in Forest Hill 

Park on two Saturday   mornings: October 17, and 23. 

CALLING ALL BAKERS!  
     Do you enjoy baking? Would you like to put your talent to work for the First Response Program 
while doing something you enjoy?   
     The First Response Program is looking for individuals who would be willing to bake loaves of 
bread for our first-time visitors.  
     The loaves can be put in the coffee room freezer once made and the First Response Teams 
will take a loaf with them when they visit.  
     If you can help, please contact Tammy Hicks, 393-0807, or thicks@richmond.edu.          
Tammy will put you on a list of volunteers and call you when bread is needed. 

mailto:thicks@richmond.edu

